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torial reconstitution of Switzerland, with defensible mili-
tary frontiers. He declared that in his opinion civil war
in Switzerland could only be prevented by the intervention
of the Allies. However, on this point, the delegation was
not in accord; M. de Montenach declared that Switzerland
should resolve her domestic problems "independently of
any foreign intervention." Upon the request of the Rus-
sian and Prussian plenipotentiaries, he specified arbitration
as the most efficient method, a procedure which had been
used by the cantons for centuries. At this point, an argu-
ment arose between M. de Reinhard and M. de Montenach
on the possibility and efficacy of arbitration under the
present circumstances. M, de Montenach finally admitted
that, although he found foreign intervention repugnant,
the Allies would perform a great service to Switzerland
by recommending arbitration to the cantons. After the
Swiss delegation had withdrawn, the committee deliber-
ated on whether they should send a message to the Diet
asking it to uphold the peace in Switzerland, but came to
no decision. Instead, they determined to invite the deputy
from Berne to the meeting on November 17. The matter
would be taken up then.
On November 16, the two Russian delegates, Stein and
Capo d'Istria, drafted and signed their report on the
claims of Berne. The Russian opinion was longer and more
detailed than the three others had been. In it, the two
questions of right and of expediency were carefully dif-
ferentiated; the former was set forth in this manner: Has
the act of mediation, to which the cantons of Vaud and
Argovie owe their existence, been completely annulled by
the Diet's decree of December 29, which abolished it?
Such is the general state of the matter before the Committee.
It presents for discussion questions of right and questions of
policy or expediency. The most important of the former is the
one on the validity of the act of mediation, and on die
rights which it gives to the interested parties. The act of medi-
ation cannot be considered as originally and essentially worth*